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Summary Dated: April 4, 2013 

 

Information and Education Committee Conference Call Summary 

April 4, 2013 

 

Participants:   Justyn Hock (USBR), Mike Porras (CPW), Martha Moore (CRWCD), 

Melissa Trammell (NPS), Dan Johnson (NPS, Dinosaur National Monument), Brent Stettler 

(UDWR), John Shields (WY), Steve Segin (FWS), Joann Perea-Richmann (FWS, San Juan 

Program), Sharon Whitmore (FWS, San Juan Program), Dan Luecke (WRA), Tom Pitts 

(Water Users), Tracey Stone (TNC, Phoenix), Leslie James (CREDA), Program Director’s 

office:  Debbie Felker, Pat Martinez, Tom Chart, and Angela Kantola.   

 

CONVENE 10:00 a.m. 

 

1. Introductions – Martha Moore introduced the call as the new Committee chair.   

 

2. Debbie’s retirement – Tom Chart said that Debbie Felker is retiring on May 3 after 14 

years with the Service and with the Recovery Program.  Tom thanked Debbie for the 

incredible job she’s done in this time communicating the work of the Recovery Programs 

and improving our outreach and public relations materials.  As difficult as it is for us to 

lose Debbie, we wish her the very best and are happy for her and her husband, Bob, and 

their dog, Cody, for the time they’ll now get to spend together traveling and enjoying 

each other’s company.  The Service is hosting a celebration with cake at 2:00 p.m. at its 

Regional Office in Lakewood and a lunch the following day, May 1, at the Denver 

Aquarium.  Everyone is welcome and you may RSVP to jana_mohrman@fws.gov, 

303-969-7322, ext. 268.    

  

3. Washington, D.C., briefing trip – >John Shields will send the Committee a synopsis of 

the recent Washington, D.C., briefing trip.  The group had roughly 34 meetings  

Tuesday – Friday, March 19 – 22, all of which went pretty well.  Differences this year 

were that the group wasn’t seeking assistance with legislation since that was signed on 

January 14 and also that the President’s budget hasn’t been released (meaning they 

couldn’t ask for support for FY14 Reclamation and the Service funding to support the 

Recovery Programs).  Tom Chart echoed what Patrick McCarthy said during the recent   

Management Committee webinar, thanking John Shields for the work he puts into 

arranging this briefing trip and setting up all the meetings.  John and Tom Pitts 

emphasized how critical the annual briefing trip is to maintain Congressional support for 

the Program.  Tom and John said Bill Miller did an outstanding job answering technical 

questions and provided an excellent luncheon presentation on Friday afternoon.  Martha 

said that Chris Treese will be in D.C. on April 15-16 and will be contacting John and 

Tom about any Recovery Program matters. 

 

mailto:jana_mohrman@fws.gov


2 

4. Sequestration budget cuts – Tom Chart said these cuts are expected to impact the 

Service’s contributions to the Recovery Program and probably Reclamation power 

revenues, also.  As part of sequestration, the Fish and Wildlife Service is under a hiring 

freeze and travel and conference restrictions (e.g., why the Program couldn’t participate 

in the Utah Water Users meeting in St. George this year).  The Service is working hard to 

get exemptions from the hiring freeze for seasonal positions critical to population 

monitoring and nonnative fish control, but nothing has been approved yet.  Exemptions 

also can be sought for permanent positions, but Tom does not know when he will be able 

to hire someone to replace Debbie.   

 

5. Upcoming I&E activities – Tom Chart thanked Debbie and all involved for another great 

briefing book.  The next big I&E product is the newsletter we do each year.  Debbie said 

she knows everyone will remain committed to helping Martha and the Program 

Director’s office with this.  If the Program can pull it off (and with San Juan Program 

support), we will still try to do a newsletter this year.  If I&E Committee members could 

write or get folks in their agencies to write articles, that would be a big help.  A content 

planning meeting is usually held in in August with the deadline for articles in early to 

mid-September.  It’s nice to have feature stories about people (like “Honky Tonk Harry 

in the last newsletter).  Debbie suggested that perhaps Bill Miller could write a lead 

article on Colorado pikeminnow.  The newsletter usually has ~15 stories:  a cover story 

of 1000 – 1500 words (applicable to both programs), shorter stories of ~500 words, and 

little news & updates pieces of ~100 words.  Sharon Whitmore said she’s happy to 

continue to co-edit the newsletter, but will definitely need someone like Debbie to 

shorten and polish up the articles.  >Angela and Tom Chart will work with Sharon and 

Dave to provide some subject matter direction and perhaps farm out some topics to I&E 

Committee members.  Tom asked I&E Committee members to help by serving as a first 

line of editorial review for articles from folks in their agencies,  >Justyn Hock offered to 

help edit the newsletter (thank you, Justyn!).  John Shields suggested Justyn might write 

an article about OMID, since it’s a great success story and one of our last capital 

construction activities (the article also could reference GVWM and how these projects 

contribute water to the 15 Mile-Reach.  John suggested we might be able to draw from 

some of the recent articles in Irrigation Leader (and Kris Polly and Bob Johnson could be 

helpful here).  Dan Luecke suggested an important part of this story is that the 

improvements the program has made in operation of the system also are of enormous 

value to irrigators in these dry years.  This is a rare example of how investment in 

environmental restoration provides benefits to existing uses.  John suggested including a 

chart of water added.  Martha noted that Eric Kuhn was recently interviewed by Kris for 

an article in Irrigation Leader on the Recovery Program. 

 

6. I&E messages for 2013 

 

a. Nonnative fish management – Tom Chart said we’ll be looking for Committee input 

on nonnative fish messages.  Nonnative fish control is critical to getting timelines to 

recovery back on track.  Tom Chart and Pat Martinez are working to set up a meeting 

with the Colorado, Utah, and Wyoming fish chiefs and interested Management 

Committee members (hopefully by May) wherein they’ll discuss the issues, the link 

http://www.coloradoriverrecovery.org/general-information/general-publications/briefingbook/2012-2013Highlights.pdf
http://www.coloradoriverrecovery.org/general-information/general-publications/swimming-upstream-newsletter.html
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to native fish recovery, and what’s needed to get back on track.  Following that 

technical and policy discussion, the Program will need to determine the meaningful 

and realistic next steps in nonnative fish management and then get back to the public 

with that information.  The goal would be to let the public know about planned 

changes, the reasons behind them, and how it all is intended to restore native fishes 

and protect water use.  Tom envisions meeting with the Yampa River Roundtable in 

late summer and potentially having some meetings in Utah, also.  The State agencies 

will take the lead in these meetings, but the Recovery Program will be right there, too.  

The Program will need the Committee’s help in crafting messages.  Tom Pitts said we 

may want to consider how we’ve streamlined implementation of the ESA and what a 

huge benefit it’s been to UC and San Juan Program water users, as well as to Federal 

agencies.  Debbie said she just sent Jeff Comstock in Moffat County briefing books to 

hand out at the next Yampa River Roundtable meeting. 

 

b. 2013 drought conditions – Dan Luecke noted Denver Water is invoking the relaxation 

of the Shoshone call agreement this year, which will affect flows in the Grand Valley.  

The group who discusses operations will play a role in making sure that the relaxation 

works and there may be something to write about this at some point.  The Shoshone 

call is the senior call in the system.  Tom Chart noted this was discussed during the 

Management Committee webinar and he believes Jana has arranged a call with the 

reservoir operators next week.   Brent Stettler said Lake Powell stands at 47% of full 

pool, and Flaming Gorge at 79%.  Sharon said they’re anticipating shortage sharing in 

the San Juan this year.  Melissa said NOAA has been giving webinars / live-briefing 

updates on the drought, with the next one scheduled for April 18.  So far, hydrology 

appears a little better than last year.   

 

7. Committee member updates  

 

a. Melissa said a few live quagga mussel adults were found in Lake Powell.  Efforts 

to decontaminate all boats entering and exiting will continue.   

 

b. Leslie said WAPA has a new administrator as of today:  Mark Gabriel.  Tom Pitts 

asked Leslie James to let he and others know when it would be appropriate to 

brief the new Administrator (and Lynn Jeka) on the recovery programs.   

 

c. Melissa introduced Dan Johnson, Chief of Interpretation at Dinosaur National 

Monument who plans to participate in the I&E Committee.  Dan was responsible 

for the interpretive exhibit about the endangered fish at DNM.  Debbie will add 

Dan to the Committee’s interested parties list.   

 

d. Debbie said Tracey Jones from The Nature Conservancy has offered to help with 

outreach on the San Juan Program. 

 

e. Angela said that due to sequestration budget cuts, the Program Director’s office 

has discontinued its long-standing news clipping service.  In its place, they will 

establish Google alerts for these terms and share articles with the I&E Committee 

http://www.denverwater.org/AboutUs/PressRoom/008735AF-E919-AFC8-A6A3B0F274FA3608/
http://www.denverwater.org/AboutUs/PressRoom/008735AF-E919-AFC8-A6A3B0F274FA3608/
http://ww2.wapa.gov/sites/western/newsroom/NewsReleases/Documents/2013/040313_Administrator.html
http://www.google.com/alerts
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and Program participants, as appropriate.   

 

8. The Committee scheduled a webinar for Monday, July 15, 2013, from 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. 

to review FY14-15 scopes of work and conduct other Committee business (Brent Stettler 

can’t participate at that time, but could provide any comments in advance).  Angela 

Kantola will provide additional information in advance of the webinar. 

 

9. The Committee again wished Debbie Felker all the best.  Deb’s last day is May 3.  Deb 

said she looks forward to volunteering to help plan a downlisting party for the Programs 

sometime in the future! 

 

ADJOURN 11:15 a.m. 


